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EDUCATION:

Ph.D., 1974



Cornell University 

(Government)




A.B., 1967



Boston College 

Magna Cum Laude




(Political Science/ History)


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Current (since 2000)

President, John Agresto & Associates.

JA&A is an educational consulting company, specializing in curricular renewal in the liberal arts, accreditation assistance, and long range planning for colleges, foundations and schools. 

Also current: Director of Higher Education Programs for the Philanthropy Roundtable, assisting foundations and donors in supporting excellent projects and programs in American colleges and universities.

Also current:  Member of the Board of Trustees of the American University of Iraq in Sulaimani and chair of the Academic Affairs Committee of the Board.

Between July 2005 and August 2006: Interim President, American College of Education.  [ACE was the successor to Barat College.  I was responsible for the revival of the college as a for-profit urban institution with an emphasis on teacher education, business and information technology. This involved building a completely new faculty and administrative team as well as gaining or retaining all licenses, accreditations, etc.] 
Aug 2003 – June 2004

Coalition Provisional Authority Senior Advisor to the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Baghdad Iraq.  As the representative of the CPA to the Ministry of Higher Education, reporting directly to Amb. Bremer, I was responsible for assisting the Iraqi ministry, 20 universities and commissions and 46 vocational colleges in physical rehabilitation, intellectual renewal, curricular reform, the establishment of scholarship and exchange programs, and in opening up the universities of Iraq once again to the outside world.

Aug 2002 – June 2003

Lilly Senior Research Fellow in the Liberal Arts, Wabash College, Crawfordsville IN 47933.  

1989 - 2000



President, St John’s College, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

St. John’s is a small, classical liberal arts college in the great books tradition. With its sister campus in Annapolis it is the third oldest college in America. 

During these years we conducted the most successful capital campaign in the college’s 300-year history, tripling Santa Fe’s endowment, completing the library, a student center and the new dormitory complex.  We instituted a major program of executive seminars and summer great books seminars for adults.  We established a program in Eastern Classics in the Graduate Institute.  Enrollment is at its maximum. 

1982 -
1989

 

Assistant, Deputy and Acting Chairman

National Endowment for the Humanities

Washington, D.C.

The NEH is a federal funding agency in support of the humanities and humanities education. During my tenure as both administrative head and policy head, it had an average annual budget of approximately $140 million and a staff of 225.

1971 -1982 



-Visiting Lecturer, the University of Toronto

-Assistant Professor, Kenyon College 

-Visiting Associate Professor, Duke University 

-Projects Director and Fellow, The National    Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina. 

 





-Visiting Faculty, The New School, New York City.

BOOKS:

Mugged By Reality – The Liberation of Iraq and the Failure of Good Intentions.  Encounter Books, February 2007

The Supreme Court and Constitutional Democracy, Cornell University Press, 1984.  (Reprinted for overseas distribution by both Prentice Hall of India, 1986, and Ferozsons Ltd., Pakistan, 1987.)

Liberty and Equality Under the Constitution, editor and contributor.  The American Political Science Association and the American Historical Association, 1983.

The Humanist as Citizen: Essays on the Uses of the Humanities, co-editor and contributor.  The National Humanities Center, with UNC Press, 1982.

SELECTED ARTICLES:

POLITICS, GOVERNMENT, AND CULTURE

“Letters from Baghdad,” The Washington Post, op. ed., February 18, 2007.

“The Jezebel Solution,” The Washington Times, op. ed., December 8, 2006.

“Disquieting Lessons from Iraq: A Conversation with John Agresto,” Academic Questions, Summer 2006.

“John C. Calhoun and the Reexamination of American Democracy,” History of American Political Thought, Frost and Sikkenga, editors, Lexington Press, 2003.

“Responding to Terrorism,” The Albuquerque Tribune, op. ed. September 2001.

“What Grandma Knew, -- Reflections on Ethnicity and Public Policy” in Beyond the Godfather, A. Kenneth Ciongoli and Jay Parini, editors, University Press of New England, 1997.  Previously printed in Boston College Magazine, Summer 1991.

"Curious Collision over Civic Virtue," The Washington Times Commentary, August 1994.

"The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution," Our Peculiar Security, Eugene W. Hickok, Jr., et al., editors, Roman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc. May 1993.

“Street Life," Boston College Magazine, Summer 1993.

"Legitimate Restrictions on Federal Arts Funding," The Journal of Arts Management and Law, Vol. 21 #4 (Winter 1992).

"Preserving Our Heritage," Preservation News, Library of Congress, No. 5, July 1986.

"The Progress of Culture," Proceedings The 61st Annual Meeting National Association of Schools of Music, April 1986.

"The Constitution and the Declaration of Independence," Dickinson College Magazine, May 1986.

"Land Where Our Fathers Died," The Washington Times, op-ed. April 3, 1985.

"Why is the Constitution Worth Revering?" The Constitution and the American Polity, David Marion, et al., editors, Hampden-Sydney College, March 1985.

"James Madison and the Revolution in Republican Liberty," South Atlantic Quarterly, Spring 1983.

"The American Founders and the Character of Citizens," Character, Spring 1982.  Reprinted, The American Educator, Summer 1982.  Reprinted, Readings in American Democracy, Second Edition, Paul Peterson, editor.  Reprinted, Character Policy, An Emerging Issue, Edward Wynne, editor, September 1982.

"Preface" to Barbour, Brooks, Lakoff, Opie, Energy and American Values, Praeger, 1982.

"Technology and the American Dream," The Community College Review, fall 1982.

"Hamilton vs. Jefferson--This Time It's Energy," The New York Times, op-ed., August 23, 1981.

"The Limits of Judicial Supremacy," Georgia Law Review, spring 1980.

Art and Historical Truth," The Journal of Communication, autumn 1979.

"Liberty, Virtue and Republicanism, 1776-1789," Review of Politics, October 1977.

EDUCATION

“What Higher Education in Iraq Needs Now,” The Chronicle of Higher Education (“Point of View”), April 16, 2004.

“Narrowness and Liberality – The Reform of Graduate Studies,” Academic Questions, Winter, 2003-04.

“Booking Passage,” Wabash Magazine, Fall/Winter 2003.

“Reflection and Choice – The Liberal Arts and the American Founding,” Liberal Arts Online, December, 2002.

“Teaching 9/11,” Published on-line by the Fordham Foundation, September 2002.  Excerpt syndicated by Scripps Howard, September, 2002.

“The Strange Usefulness of the Liberal Arts,” Liberal Arts Online, Fall, 2001.

“The Public Value of the Liberal Arts,” Academic Questions, Fall 1999.

“High Schools and the Deposit of Civilization,” Proceedings of the National Association of Schools for Girls, 1999.

“Truth v. Liberty: A Confusion of Priorities,” Academic Questions, Summer 1999.

“The Hidden Value of an Education in Liberal Arts “The Albuquerque Tribune, June 2, 1999.

“An Oral Exam for the New Liberal Arts Graduate,” The Wall Street Journal, op. ed. April 1991.

“The Politicization of Liberal Education,” Academic Questions, Fall 1990.  Also in Perspectives in Political Science, summer 1990 and Measure, July 1991.
“The Failure of American Education,” in The Recovery of American Education, Stephen M. Kason, editor, University Press of America, 1990.

“Getting the Most Out of Literature,” Basic Education, October 1988. Reprinted Fall, 2002

“What’s Worth Knowing,” Basic Education, September 1988.

“The Mirror of Man,” Boston College Magazine, spring 1988.

“Why Latin, Why Greek?” The Washington Post, op. ed., July 22, 1987.

“How Not to Teach the Constitution,” Christian Science Monitor op. ed., March 9, 1987

“The Humanities and the Condition of American Education,” Halcyon, 1986.

“Doing Justice to the Humanities,” The American Council of Learned Societies Newsletter, Vol. XXXVII, Spring-Winter 1986.

“The Humanities and Education,” The Journal of Family and Culture, Vol. I, No. 1, Spring 1985.  Reprinted, Education Policy Insights, Vol. I No. 3, June 1985.

“The Humanities and the Social Sciences,” PS, summer 1983.

“Funding the Humanities,” The Quarterly, Summer 1983.

"Teaching Compassion," The American Educator, summer 1982.  Reprinted, Ethics and Education, February 1983

"Lincoln, Statesmanship, and the Humanities," The Humanist as Citizen: Essays on the Uses of the Humanities.  Reprinted, The Nebraska Humanist, Spring-Fall 1982.

”Teaching Introductory Politics," co-author, Division of Educational Affairs Newsletter, American Political Science Association, Fall 1977.


SELECT PAPERS AND PUBLIC ADDRESSES:

Talks on Iraq at Columbia University, Cornell, Princeton University, Hampden-Sidney College, Sandia National Laboratories (NM), the Council on Foreign Relations (NY), the American Enterprise Institute, the Hudson Institute, the New School University, Franciscan University, Wabash College, Centre College, St. John’s College, and Kenyon College, July 2004 – June 2007.

“Democracy and Liberal Education,” Monmouth College, October 2005 (Address for the Inauguration of President Ditzler).

“Much of What I Know About America I Learned in Iraq,” Commencement Address, Samford University, May 2004

“American Higher Education after the Culture Wars,” Institute of Ideas Conference at Goodenough College, London, U.K., June 2003.

“Catholic Values and American Virtues,” Pew Foundation Conference on Religion in American Life, Washington D.C., September, 2002

“Do the Liberal Arts Make Us Better?” Fides et Ratio Conference, Chicago, August, 2001.

“The Strange Usefulness of the Liberal Arts,” Lecture given at Wabash College, spring 2001.

“Public Funding for the Arts,” A Debate on NPR’s “Justice Talking,” July 2000.

“High Schools and the Deposit of Civilization,” The National Association of Principals of Schools for Girls, February 1999.

“The Spirit of American Conservatism,” Lecture, Boston College, October 1998.

“Friendship and Betrayal,” Lecture, Graduate Institute, St. John’s College, June 1998.

 “Liberal Education: Does It Have to do with Culture or with Thinking?” National Association of Scholars Conference, October 1997.

“The Uses of the Humanities,” Nebraska Wesleyan University, April 1996.

"Government's Stake in American Culture," A Symposium sponsored by The Lyndon Baines Johnson Library, The University of Texas at Austin, September 1995.

"The Private College President in the Public Arena," American Association Presidents of Independent Colleges and Universities, Phoenix, February 1994.

"Energy, Inaction, and the Bush Presidency," American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., September 1993.

"Answering the Attack on Tradition Effectively,” Latin Liturgy Association Convention, Chicago, June 1993.

Panelist on two segments of PBS' "Firing Line" with William F. Buckley --"What is Liberal Education?" and "Who Should Be Liberally Educated?" July 1993.  

"Teaching vs. Research," before the Western American Accounting Association, April 1993.

"The Future of the Arts Endowment," Discussion on National Public Radio "Talk of the Nation" with John Hockenberry, February 1992.

"Legitimate Restrictions on Federal Arts Funding," American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., August 1991.

"Art and the Politics of Culture," Arts and Ideas Lectures, The University of North Carolina at Asheville, April 1991.

"What Constitutes Administrative Success?  Inside the Beltway They Don't Have a Clue," American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California, August 1990.

"The Politicization of Liberal Education," Southwest Political Science Association Meeting, March 1990.

"Diversity, Multiculturalism and Liberal Education," The Modern Language Association Annual Meeting, December 1989.


PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS:

Member, National Association of Scholars

Member, Council of the National Alumni Forum

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

Member, Board of Trustees, The American University of Iraq in Sulaimani

Former Member, Board of Directors, The Ball Foundation, 1995 - 2001

Former Member, Independent Commission on the Arts (Presidential Appointment)

Former Commissioner, Columbian Quincentenary Commission (Ex officio)

Board of Trustees of the Pontifical College Josephinum, 1990 -1996

Member, U.S. (Presidential) Delegation to Observe the Elections in Suriname, 1987

HONORARY DEGREES



Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio, 1989

Institute of Policy Studies, Washington DC, 2005

Expert Testimony

For Boston University, 1997, Gluckenberger vs. Trustees of Boston University

For The College of Santa Fe, 2001, Smegielski vs. The College of Santa Fe
1
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