Curriculum vitae   
B E R N T   J O H A N    C O L L E T
Chairman of Collet & Co. 
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Bernt Johan Collet is the Chairman of Collet & Co. He is a former Danish Minister of Defense and serves as a Chamberlain at Her Majesty’s Court and is Master of the Royal Hunt. Mr. Collet was born on November 23, 1941 as the eldest son of Chamberlain and Master of the Royal Hunt, M. Sc. (Econ), Harald Collet and landscape architect Else Collett.

He graduated from Herlufsholm Boarding School in 1960.  He served in the Royal Lifeguards from 1960 and has since 1964 served as First Lieutenant of the reserve. He trained at Naesgaard Agricultural College and at large estates 1962-65. In 1967 he graduated from the Business School of Copenhagen. In the years 1969-71 he worked with General Mills, Inc., U. S. A. 

In 1967 he took over the family estate, Lundbygaard and has run it since 1971 along side with his work in industry, retail trade and a number of organizations. 

Mr. Collet was elected to the Danish Parliament in 1981 and served there until 1990. During his time in parliament he was appointed spokesman for the Conservative Party on business affairs in 1982 and on agricultural affairs in 1983. In the period 1984-87 he was the Conservative leader in the Parliament’s Finance Committee, and he was a member of the EU Committee 1982-87. He served as Minister of Defense 1987-88 and 1988-90 as Chairman of the Parliament’s Committee for Agriculture, Forests, and Fisheries. In 1988 he was a member of the Nordic Council. In 1989 Mr. Collet was a Danish delegate to the United Nations and in 1990 he was appointed international observer of the first democratic elections in Romania. In 1990 Mr. Collet  resigned his posts  in the Danish Parliament to return to his work in business.  

He held the position as chairman of Herlufsholm boarding school 1990-94, and 1998-2004 he was a member of the Board of Trustees of Copenhagen Business School. Among other things he has been the chairman of the Association of Danish Business Graduates (20.000 members) and the Nordic and International associations. Also, he is the chairman of the Center for Political Studies (CEPOS), which he founded in 2004.  

Bernt Johan Collet is married to psychologist, phil. cand. Catharina Collet. She is the European vice chairman of “Europa Nostra”, an organization that promotes conservation of the buildings’ and landscapes’ heritage of Europe. Children: Lawyer Camilla Collet, LLM (Yale), 32;  Director Carl-Johan Collet, 31,BA (UVA), MBA (INSEAD), Director Harald Collet, 28, BA (Yale).

Mr. Collet is the co-author of "The History of Denmark 1945-82", published 1984 and of “The 13 Values of the Danish Welfare State”, 2007. 

Decorations: Commander of the Danish Order of the Dannebrog; Cross of Merit of the Order of the Dannebrog; Commander of  the Norwegian Order of Merit.

