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J. Michael Finger is known for his seminal work in several areas of international economics:

· how the GATT/WTO system relates to development,

· development assistance within the WTO system,

· trade restrictions; e.g., safeguards and antidumping in Latin American trade liberalization,

· the commercial value of intellectual property in poorer communities.

Dr. Finger retired from the World Bank in 2001.  While there he served as Lead Economist and Chief, Trade Policy Research Group and was the Bank's initial Coordinator for The Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries. He has since served as Resident Scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, consultant to a number of developing country governments, to the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization and the U.N. Millennium Project Task Force on Trade.  He held the chair of Vernon F. Taylor Distinguished Professor of Economics, Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas, in 2004 and 2005 and has taught at the China Foreign Affairs University, the University of Berne, the Stockholm School of Economics, and Duke University.

Before working at the World Bank Dr. Finger held key positions at the U.S. Treasury Department and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of North Carolina. 

Dr. Finger is author or editor of six books, author or co-author of a long list of articles. Having done high-level applied analysis as well as having taught at several universities, his work combines the assiduity of a scholar and the outlook of a practitioner.
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Recent Activities (2005-2007)
Research on a possible WTO agreement on trade facilitation, for the UK Department for International Development.

Participant in a seminar to update Robert Hudec’s Developing Countries in the GATT Legal System (Trade Policy Research Center, 1987) sponsored by the University of Minnesota Law School.

Contributed paper for a special issue of the Oxford Review of Economic Policy on completing the Doha Negotiations.

Contributed paper for Cordell Hull Institute Trade Policy Roundtable on Lessons of the Doha Round for Developing Countries, Washington, DC October 1, 2007

Research on aid-for-trade for the World Bank and for International Lawyers and Economists Against Poverty (ILEAP)

Lectures on Latin American Use of Safeguards and Antidumping at the Colegio de México, Mexico City; Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Lima; Instituto Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires; World Trade Organization, Geneva; World Bank, Washington, DC.

Participation in profession seminars and discussions of trade and development; intellectual property in development.

Preparation of research proposals on safeguards and antidumping in Asian trade liberalization, on aid-for-trade and the role of the WTO in development, on the content of a development work program for the World Intellectual property Organization (WIPO).
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