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Professional Experience
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Washington, DC
Vice president of research, July 2007-Present; senior fellow, Mar. 2007-June 2007

I lead the research division at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD). The division performs two separate but related functions. First, there is a pure research function: FDD’s research division is involved in cutting-edge analysis of contemporary counterterrorism issues by publishing white papers and policy briefings, producing studies for leading journals, and participating in academic and policy panels. Second, there is an applied research function that includes consulting work for clients and law enforcement training. Clients have included:

· U.S. Department of State. I am serving as a Subject Matter Expert helping the Department of State’s office of antiterrorism assistance prepare a training course on prison radicalization (Dec. 2007 to present).

· U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). Trained CBP officers about terrorist ideology (Jan. 2008).

· Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN). FDD assists with CBN’s terrorism coverage, helping it produce story packages and providing it with relevant research, sources, and information (Mar. 2007 to present).

· Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office (New York). I conducted training seminars through the Gartenstein-Ross Group (below) designed to teach Suffolk County’s detectives and prison personnel about terrorist ideology and terror groups (June 2006, May 2007).
· Manhattan Institute Center for Policing Terrorism. FDD produced the Center’s major academic papers and intelligence briefs, and conducted topical research for it. (Sept. 2006-Feb. 2008)
Gartenstein-Ross Group, Washington, DC
President, Mar. 2005-June 2007

I worked for a variety of clients on counterterrorism issues prior to joining FDD, including CBN, the Manhattan Institute’s Center for Policing Terrorism, the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Office, and the Gerard Group International LLC.

Investigative Project on Terrorism, Washington, DC

Senior terrorism analyst, Sept. 2004-Mar. 2005; consultant, Mar.-Sept. 2004

I had three major areas of responsibility with this counterterrorism research center: assisting law enforcement on criminal and regulatory investigations, advising members of Congress on legislation, and analyzing these issues in public fora.
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP, Armonk, NY

Associate, Mar.-Sept. 2005, Sept. 2003-Sept. 2004; summer associate, June-Aug. 2001

· Worked as a litigator for a year, from Sept. 2003 through Sept. 2004. I authored at least thirteen litigation and appellate briefs, including in cases that involved complex international law issues.

· Worked as a corporate attorney for six months, from March to Sept. 2005. Negotiated and drafted contracts for a number of multimillion-dollar deals.

· I am admitted as a member of the bar in the United States Courts of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit and Eleventh Circuit, the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, and New York State.

Judge Harry T. Edwards, Washington, DC

Law clerk, Aug. 2002-Aug. 2003

Clerked for Judge Edwards on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

Cooper, Brown & Behrle, New York, NY

Summer associate, May 2000-Aug. 2000

Al Haramain Islamic Foundation, Ashland, OR

Deputy administrator, Dec. 1998-Aug. 1999

When I worked for Al Haramain, it was perhaps the world’s largest international Wahhabi charity. I oversaw the office and represented Al Haramain to the local media. My experiences there are detailed in my first book, My Year Inside Radical Islam (Tarcher/Penguin 2007).

Honors and Awards
Claremont Institute 2007 Lincoln Fellowship

Lincoln Fellow, Aug. 2007

The Lincoln Fellowship is offered annually to around a dozen young professionals. The selection process emphasizes the statesmanship of Abraham Lincoln. During the program, Lincoln Fellows study American political thought.

Public Service and Professional Affiliations

Counterterrorism Foundation

Co-chairman, Sept. 2006-Present

Co-chairman of foundation seeking to increase public awareness of the global war on terror by supporting alternative media, public appearances, and embedded reporting.

Center for Threat Awareness
Board of directors, Sept. 2006-Present

Serve on the board of directors for organization that seeks to increase public awareness of national security threats, and to assist in the delivery of information vital to maintaining an informed public.

Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa

Member, Mar. 2008-Present

Non-partisan organization that promotes the highest standards of academic research and teaching in the fields of Middle Eastern and African studies, and related disciplines.
Education
New York University School of Law, J.D., magna cum laude, 2002

Honors

· Order of the Coif.

· NYU Law Review, Articles Editor.

· Butler Scholar; academic distinction for students with the top ten grade point averages after three semesters.

· Pomeroy Scholar; academic distinction for students with the top ten grade point averages after their first year.

· Dean’s Merit Scholarship; academic scholarship awarded annually to several of NYU’s most qualified J.D. applicants.

Activities

· Research grant to study the application of international human rights principles to the domestic debate over environmental federalism (published in The Duke Environmental Law & Policy Forum).

· Research assistant to Professor Larry Kramer (now dean of Stanford Law School) for his conflict-of-laws casebook.

· Research assistant to I. Scott Messinger.

Wake Forest University, B.A. with Honors in Communication, magna cum laude, 1998

Honors

· Nancy S. Reynolds Scholarship; Wake Forest’s most prestigious academic scholarship.

· Outstanding Graduate in Communication Award.

· Honors in Communication. Honors thesis analyzed the rhetorical differences between Louis Farrakhan (leader of the Nation of Islam) and W.D. Muhammad (an African-American Sunni Muslim leader) in appealing to the African-American community, and involved in-depth study of the Nation of Islam’s history and theology.

· D.A. Brown Award in English; awarded to the top freshman English composition.

Activities

· Policy debate. I won the national championship in intercollegiate policy debate in 1997, along with five other major national tournaments.
· Old Gold & Black student newspaper. Served as a reporter for three years, and as an assistant editor for one year.

· Research assistant to Professor Eric K. Watts.

· Probability and statistics tutor.

Governmental Testimony

1. Transatlantic Anti-Terror Cooperation, congressional staff briefing, Sept. 21, 2007.

2. Islamic Extremism in American Prisons, testimony before Georgia’s state legislature, Sept. 11, 2007.

3. Prison Radicalization: Are Terrorist Cells Forming in U.S. Cell Blocks?, testimony before the U.S. Senate’s Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, Sept. 19, 2006.

4. Islamic Extremism in U.S. Prisons and the American Military, congressional staff briefing, Jan. 2005.

I have also delivered briefings to national security advisor Stephen Hadley, the Pentagon, the Department of Justice’s Counterterrorism Section, the Department of State’s Office of WMD Terrorism, and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Briefed the Marine Corps Center for Advanced Operational Culture Learning on the state of Iraqi security forces (June 2007).
Academic and Policy Panels
1. Assessing the Surge, Cato Institute, Washington, D.C., Sept. 20, 2007.

2. Homegrown Terrorists and Converts, LAPD’s 2007 Joint Regional Intelligence Conference, Los Angeles, Apr. 12, 2007.

3. Are We Safer than on 9/10?, Conservative Political Action Conference, Washington, D.C., Mar. 3, 2007.

Publications

Books

1. My Year Inside Radical Islam (Tarcher/Penguin, 2007)

Monographs

1. The New Domestic Soldier (working title, forthcoming 2008 from the Manhattan Institute’s Center for Policing Terrorism)

2. The Convergence of Crime and Terror: Law Enforcement Opportunities and Perils (Manhattan Institute’s Center for Policing Terrorism, Policing Terrorism Report No. 1, June 2007)

Book Chapters
1. Abducting Islam, forthcoming 2008 in academic book about hostage negotiations edited by Randall G. Rogan

2. Jack (Bauer) and the Beanstalk, forthcoming in Jack Bauer for President (Ben Bella Books, Richard Miniter ed., 2008)

Academic Publications
1. The Role of Consensus in the Contemporary Struggle for Islam, Review of Faith & International Affairs, forthcoming Dec. 2008
2. Is al-Qaeda’s Central Leadership Still Relevant?, Middle East Quarterly, Spring 2008

3. Jihad’s New Leaders, Middle East Quarterly, Summer 2007

4. No Other Gods Before Me: Spheres of Influence in the Relationship Between Christianity and Islam, 33 Denver Journal of International Law & Policy 223 (2005)

5. An Analysis of the Rights-Based Justification for Federal Intervention in Environmental Regulation, 14 Duke Environmental Law & Policy Forum 185 (2003)

6. Note, A Critique of the Terrorism Exception to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, 34 N.Y.U. Journal of International Law & Politics 887 (2002)

7. Note, Resolving Outstanding Judgments Under the Terrorism Exception to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, 77 N.Y.U. Law Review 496 (2002)

Book Reviews

1. Review of William Simpson, The Prince (2006), Middle East Quarterly, Winter 2008

2. Review of George Michael, The Enemy of My Enemy (2006), Daily Standard, Aug. 9, 2006

3. Review of Mary Habeck, Knowing the Enemy (2006), Daily Standard, Aug. 3, 2006

4. Review of Mahdi Obeidi, The Bomb in My Garden (2004), FrontPage Magazine, Feb. 17, 2005

5. Review of Joel J. Seidemann, In the Interest of Justice (2004), Washington Times, Jan. 9, 2005

Other Publications

· Have published twenty articles in print publications, including Reader’s Digest, The Wall Street Journal Europe, The Dallas Morning News, The Washington Times, The New York Sun, and The Weekly Standard.
· Have published sixty-five articles in online publications, including The Middle East Times, First Things, and National Review Online.
· Topics of my published articles have included anti-terror policing tactics, al-Qaeda’s messaging, prison radicalization, emerging terrorist safe havens in Pakistan and Somalia, the legal aspects of the war on terror, religious freedom, pop culture in the Muslim world, the struggle for the soul of Islam, and the challenges of democratization.
· Have participated in eight online symposia as an expert panelist, including at National Review Online and FrontPage Magazine. Topics have included the Iraq war, Pakistan, suicide terrorism, and the Muslim Brotherhood.
· My articles have been reprinted in textbooks published by McGraw Hill and Greenhaven Press.
· Full list of publications available upon request.
Peer Review

I have served as a peer reviewer for Contemporary Security Policy.

Blogs
I am a contributing expert at the Counterterrorism Blog (www.counterterrorismblog.org), the world’s first multi-expert blog devoted exclusively to counterterrorism issues. I also write for The Tank, National Review Online’s military affairs blog.
Media Appearances
· Television. I have appeared on television over two hundred and fifty times. Recent appearances include al-Jazeera, PBS, Hannity & Colmes (Fox News), ABC News Now, Glenn Beck on Headline News (CNN), Your World with Neil Cavuto (Fox News), The Big Story with John Gibson (Fox News), and The 700 Club (CBN). I have appeared on Afghan, British, Finnish, French, Indonesian, and Turkish television.

· Radio. I have made over one thousand five hundred talk radio appearances, including NPR, Voice of America, The Laura Ingraham Show, The Radio Factor with Bill O’Reilly, The Dennis Prager Show, The Joe Scarborough Show, The Michael Medved Show, and The Ron Insana Show. I have also appeared on Afghan, Canadian, Indonesian, and Kenyan radio.

· Print media. I have been quoted by publications and news services that include the Associated Press, Reuters, National Journal, The Washington Times, The New York Sun, Newsday (New York), and American Legion Magazine, and have been quoted in the Canadian, Indian, Pakistani, Qatari, and Turkish media.

· More comprehensive lists of media appearances available on request.
Public Speaking
· University lectures. I have delivered lectures at universities that include Harvard Law School, Kenyon College, Southern Connecticut State University, Tyndale University College & Seminary (Toronto), and Wake Forest University.

Travel

· Foreign countries visited: Bahamas, Britain, Canada, Cuba, Egypt, Germany, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Kuwait, Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey.
· Embedded reporting. Reported from Baghdad, Iraq in May-June 2007 while embedded with the 2nd Battalion, 32nd Field Artillery.

· Government-sponsored travel. Toured the detention facilities at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in Oct. 2006.

· U.S. National Debate Team’s 1999 European tour. Participated in public debates at universities in Britain, Ireland and Portugal; also lectured and conducted workshops.

· Reynolds Travel Grants. I received two Reynolds Travel Grants while at Wake Forest University, to study Sufism in Istanbul, Turkey in March 1998, and to study Bay Area poetry in San Francisco in the summer of 1995.

· Study abroad. I took part in Wake Forest University’s program in Venice, Italy in fall 1997.

· Future travel: International travel scheduled for the near future includes the Bahamas, Cuba, Iraq, and Italy.

Languages
· Arabic: High beginner.

· USDA Graduate School: Completed Introductory Arabic I and II (Fall 2005, Fall 2007); currently taking Introductory Arabic III.

· Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies: Completed Novice Arabic at the Summer Language Institute (Summer 2007).

· Italian: Proficient.

· USDA Graduate School: Enrolled in Conversational Italian I (Spring 2008).
· Wake Forest University: Took coursework through Literature level, including two different Italian Literature courses (Fall 1994 through Fall 1997).
· Studied in Venice, Italy, in fall 1997; travel to Italy scheduled in summer 2008.

· Spanish: Research language.

· Completed two years of high school coursework (1991 through 1993).

Personal

Avid fan of baseball, and of music. Hobbies include chess, golf, weight lifting, cooking, and cigars.
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