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Hackett spent six years in the Air Force during the Korean War, graduated from the Univ. of Southern California, and in 1959 entered the U.S. Foreign Service. He held assignments in Panama, Rome, Bolivia, and Washington D.C. A 1970 graduate of the Armed Forces Staff College, he was deputy executive secretary of the National Security Council in the Nixon administration, spent 8 years as administrative director of the U.S. Arms Control & Disarmament Agency, and in 1981 President Reagan named him acting director of that agency. President Reagan later appointed him associate director of the U.S. Information Agency, and made him a member of the President’s General Advisory Committee on Arms Control, where he served for 6 years. He spent five years as a writer and editor on national security at the Heritage Foundation in Washington, and in 1989 moved to California to work on defense policy issues at the Titan Corporation. He retired in 2002 and lives in Carlsbad, California, where he writes on national security issues. He has been writing for the Washington Times and other publications for 25 years.
