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Katahdin Energy Works  
The founder, Frank J. Heller, MPA, came to Maine in 1976 with a rich background in public policy research at the National level. This included four years as an environmental and youth policy analyst with the CENTER FOR POLICY ANALYSIS, a cooperative venture between the National League of Cities and the U.S. Conference of Mayors. He was involved in much of the seminal urban legislation of the late Sixties and early Seventies; including managing an NSF-funded study that paved the way for the transfer of defense and aerospace technology to local government.
After leaving NLC/USCM, he was a project director of nationally significant evaluation’s of drug & alcohol treatment and rehabilitation programs initiated by the White House Office of Drug Abuse under Dr. Peter Bourne, now with the U.N.; and by the National Drug Abuse Institute/National Institute of Health. These contracts were conducted by WYNNE ASSOCIATES, GREENLEIGH ASSOCIATES, SYSTEM SCIENCES, and METCOR.
A year after arriving in Maine, he put his project development and management skills to use in designing and opening the BAKERY PROJECT, Maine’s pioneering  ‘whole foods’ bakery, in Brunswick. His Bakery was selected to be one of the first food vendors at the MAINE FESTIVAL and the first COMMON GROUND FAIR. His interest in alternative energy from renewable resources was stimulated by a home building course he took at Charlie Wing’s CORNERSTONES school in Brunswick. Their designs featured highly efficient designs that featured maximizing solar gain through thermal capture and converting wind power to electricity. 
After five years he sold it to two families; purchased an APPLE IIe computer and co-founded Computer Literacy™ training with Bill Serretta. He later managed an OSBORNE computer dealership for HIGGINS OFFICE PRODUCTS in S. Portland and was selling computers at the rate of one a day winning national recognition. 

In 1985, he opened POPPADATA; one of Maine’s first specialty (vertical market) dealerships. It automated offices for physicians, mental health providers, and property developers with premier software like SKYLINE & MEDICAL MANAGER. Within ten years it was the leading supplier of software to manage third party billing and other office functions for physicians and clinics. Among his clients were hospitals and physicians who were the first to automate; and in time his practices introduced leading edge features like electronic billing and reimbursement; integrated patient records; net-based video conference training, and remote appointment scheduling. He was featured as one of Maine’s computer pioneers in a MAINE TIMES article.
In 1995, POPPADATA was bought by an out of state company; and Mr. Heller then started GLOBAL VILLAGE LEARNING as a learning technology store and consulting service in downtown Brunswick. He provided automated instruction and curriculum management software and unique hardware for special needs students to schools, teachers, and home schooling parents. It was one of the first stores of its kind in New England and featured automated instructional curriculum from companies like the AMERICAN EDUCATION CORPORATION, as well as unique animated avatars who taught advanced math and accounting, i.e. BOB, a New York accountant.
Among his accomplishments were installing the first video-conferencing systems in Maine public schools; primarily in very rural areas where Distance Learning workstations would provide a truly global learning for both students and teachers, who used the capabilities to complete degrees and receive in-service training as a fraction of the cost of conventional seminars. In Lubec (Downeast Maine), high school students were able to be interviewed for high paying jobs in Norway and Chile. In Mascoma Valley (N.H.) Schools, three D.L. workstations were set up enabling the high school to become New Hampshire’s first VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL.

Over time mass marketing and direct vendor-to-school sales replaced the small family-owned enterprises; forcing Global Village learning to become a home-based learning technology and public policy consulting service in 2000. Mr. Heller returned to other endeavors and became a large grant evaluator of NCLB educational reform programs for the Office of Innovation and Improvement, U.S. D.O. Education; writing on school reform topics for the national publication, SCHOOL REFORM NEWS; and being a free lance public policy analyst for various organizations where he renewed his interest in renewable energy from sustainable native resources---sun, hydro, wood waste, and wind. 
