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EMPLOYMENT
1994-present

Director of Education Studies and Senior Fellow in California Studies, Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy, San Francisco/Sacramento, CA.  Conducted extensive research on a variety of education policy issues and produced major studies, briefing papers and opinion editorials.  Co-author of the books Not as Good as You Think: Why the Middle Class Needs School Choice (Pacific Research Institute, 2007) and Free to Learn: Lessons from Model Charter Schools (Pacific Research Institute, 2005). Book co-editor of School Reform: The Critical Issues (Hoover Institution Press and Pacific Research Institute, 2001) and Teacher Quality (Hoover Institution Press and Pacific Research Institute, 2002).   Authored and co-authored studies include: California Education Report Card: Index of Leading Education Indicators (1997, 2000, 2003 and 2007 editions), Failing our Future: The Holes in California’s School Accountability System and How to Fix Them (2006), Putting Education to the Test: a Value-Added Model for California (2004), They Have Overcome: High-Poverty, High-Performing Schools in California (2002), Challenge in the Classroom: Teacher Quality and Teacher Training (2001), and Developing and Implementing Academic Content Standards (1999).  Chapter co-author of “Fixing Failing Schools in California” in Within Our Reach: How America Can Educate Every Child (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005), “State Accountability Systems” in School Accountability (Hoover Institution Press, 2002). Recently authored briefing papers include: Opening Pandora’s Parcel Tax: The Many Flaws of Proposition 88 (2006), No Magic Bullet: The Top Ten Myths About the Benefits of Government-Run Universal Preschool (2006), California 2005 Reform Agenda: Education Studies, A Charter School on the Right Track (2003), A 2002 Ten-Point Agenda for Improving Education in California, Grand Theft Education (2002), Lights Out: California’s Electricity Debacle, Causes and Cures (2001), and Keep the SAT as a UC Admissions Requirement (2001). Regular contributor to “Capital Ideas,” PRI’s weekly e-column.  Engaged in extensive work with media.  Managed and supervised research and policy staff, planned research agenda, and coordinated conferences and events.

1991-93

Director of the Golden State Center, Claremont Institute, Claremont and Sacramento, CA.  Directed policy center focusing on California state issues.  Authored studies on a variety of issues, including education, welfare reform, immigration, the state budget, and taxes.  Served as the Claremont Institute’s liaison to the State Legislature and the executive branch.  Engaged in extensive work with the media.

1990-91

Chief Speechwriter and Director of Writing and Research for California Governor George Deukmejian, Office of the Governor, Sacramento, CA.  Member of senior staff for the governor of California.  Supervised and managed the governor’s speechwriting and research unit.  Discussed and planned speech topics with the governor and senior communications staff.  Topics ranged from the state budget to criminal justice to education issues to many others.  Wrote and edited speeches, articles and briefings for the governor.  Oversaw compilation of research materials for governor’s overseas trade missions.

1988-90
Deputy Director of Writing and Research for California Governor George Deukmejian, Office of the Governor, Sacramento, CA.  Served as second-in-command of the governor’s speechwriting and research unit.  Wrote speeches, articles and briefings for the governor.

1987-88

Speechwriter to United States Attorney General Edwin Meese III, United States Department of Justice, Washington, DC. Wrote speeches for the attorney general on a wide array of topics ranging from drug enforcement to immigration to legal and judicial philosophy.  Wrote articles for the attorney general’s signature, including his regular column in the magazine of the International Association of Chiefs of Police.  Met weekly with the attorney general to discuss speech and article topics.  Also wrote speeches for other top Justice Department officials, including the deputy attorney general and various assistant attorneys general.

Boards, Commissions and Task Forces

Vice President, Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges (2007-present)

Member, Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges (appointed 2004)

Member, California Advisory Committee, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (2007-pr.)

Co-Chair, Governor’s Committee to Improve Public Schools (2005)

Member, Scientific Advisory Council, Center for Innovation and Improvement (2005-pr.)

Member, Teacher Assistance Corps, United States Department of Education (2003-04)

Member, California Postsecondary Education Commission (1996-2002, 2005-06)

Member, Professional Development Working Group of the California Legislature’s Joint Committee to Develop a Master Plan for Education (2002)

Trustee, Western States Arts Federation (1998-2000)

Co-Chair, Governor’s Competitiveness Task Force on Juvenile Justice Education Reform (1995)

Recent Political Activity

Member, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Education Leaders Coalition

Co-chair, National Steering Committee of Asian Pacific Americans for Bush-Cheney ’04 

Member, California Bush-Cheney Steering Committee (2000)

Member, California Bush-Cheney Education Steering Committee (2000)

Member, National Education Advisory Team for George W. Bush (organized by Indianapolis mayor Stephen Goldsmith, met with Governor Bush in Austin, TX, 4/99)

Member, Education Task Force – Bill Simon for Governor (CA)

Professional Affiliations

Member, Nebraska State Bar Association (1985-present)

Military

Captain, California State Military Reserve (CSMR), State Headquarters Public Affairs Office (1991-96).  CSMR commendation medal; achievement ribbon.

Selected Media Activities

Monthly commentary (1994-2004), “Perspectives” on KQED-FM (National Public Radio affiliate in San Francisco, CA)

Monthly columnist and contributing editor, California Journal magazine (1998-2000)

Biweekly columnist, Sacramento Union newspaper (1991-93)

Published in a wide variety of media outlets, including the Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics and Public Policy, Asian American Policy Review, National Review, Wall Street Journal Europe, Sunday Times (London), Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, Arizona Republic, Investor’s Business Daily, Human Events, Salisbury Review (UK), Insider (Heritage Foundation), School Reform News, Los Angeles Daily News, San Diego Union-Tribune, Las Vegas Review-Journal, Los Angeles Daily Journal, Orange County Register, Sacramento Bee, Pasadena Star-News, Sacramento Business Journal, San Francisco Daily Journal, and San Francisco Business Times.

Selected article titles include “Lack of Money Isn’t Why Janie Can’t Read” (Los Angeles Times 1997), “Dropout Rate Ill Measured” (San Francisco Chronicle 1998), “The Little Educational Program That Could” (Wall Street Journal Europe 1998), “Does Reducing Class Size Help?” (Investors Business Daily 1998), “A View of Education Spending” (California Journal, 1999), “What School Rankings Tell Us” (Orange County Register 2000), “How Teachers are Taught” (Las Vegas Review-Journal 2001), “A Disastrous Master Education Plan” (Orange County Register, 2002), “Berkeley’s ‘F’” (National Review Online, 2003), “Do We Value Self-Esteem or Learning” (Orange County Register, 2004), “Universal Preschool: What They’re Not Telling Us” (San Francisco Examiner, 2005), “Boost the Performance of Dismal Middle Schools” (Riverside Press-Enterprise, 2006), “California’s Non-Accountability System” (San Francisco Chronicle, 2007).

Education

Master of Arts, Political Science, University of California, Davis (1993)

Juris Doctor, University of Southern California School of Law (1983)

Bachelor of Arts, Economics and History, University of California, Los Angeles (1980)

References

Available upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF LANCE IZUMI’S WRITINGS


Lance Izumi has authored/co-authored/edited a variety of writings ranging from books to lengthy in-depth studies to shorter briefing papers to a large quantity of op-ed pieces for major national and international publications. 


His 2007 book, Not as Good as You Think: Why the Middle Class Needs School Choice, co-authored with Vicki Murray and Rachel Chaney, analyzes testing data at California public schools with predominantly non-poor student populations.  The book concludes that hundreds of these schools are failing to raise the achievement level of the majority of their students up to the proficient level in English and math.  Further many high schools in middle-class and affluent areas in California are producing students who are not ready for college-level work.  In addition, the book finds disturbing fiscal mismanagement and restrictive teacher union contracts in school districts serving mostly middle-class students.  The book recommends that middle-class parents, who are often debt-ridden, be given school-choice options, including opportunity scholarships/vouchers, so that they and their children can choose between education at public and private schools.

His 2005 book, Free to Learn: Lessons from Model Charter Schools, co-authored with Xiaochin Claire Yan, describes the recipes for success at seven highly improving charter schools in California.  The book also details the characteristics of poorly performing charters.  Rod Paige, U.S. secretary of education (2001-2005), said that the book’s findings offered “a roadmap for all charter schools to emulate, and a lesson in what should be possible in all public schools.”  Michelle Lewis, an education management consultant who served as interim head of human resources for the New Orleans public schools and helped establish charter schools in the city after Hurricane Katrina, said that the do’s and don’ts outlined in Free to Learn served as the guides for creating many of the post-Katrina charters.  According to Ms. Lewis, “I looked to your book for inspiration of what to do right and learning for what to avoid.  In addition to the underlying theme of academic rigor, some of the essential aspects of the [New Orleans charters] that came from your book included: open enrollment to any New Orleans student; retaining a small central office and pushing the dollars out to principals; recruiting and retention bonuses; rigorous hiring and testing for staff; performance-based evaluations for teachers and staff; freedom from cumbersome [district] policies; and empowered principals at each school under an innovative and energetic director for charter schools.”  In 2007, Free to Learn was used as the textbook at the summer leadership institute for charter school principals in New Orleans.

One of his major continuing works for the Pacific Research Institute is his California Education Report Card: Index of Leading Education Indicators. Editions were released in 1997, 2000, 2003 and 2007.  The Report Card compiles data and information on California test scores, dropout rates, teacher quality, education spending, school crime and other key education performance indicators.  California Assemblyman Martin Garrick, vice chair of the Assembly Education Committee, praised the 2007 edition saying, “Lance Izumi’s 4th edition of the California Education Report Card again provides us a meaningful examination of today’s education system and dares us to tackle the difficult questions people are afraid to ask.”  

He co-authored, with James Lanich and Xiaochin Claire Yan, Failing our Future: The Holes in California’s School Accountability System and How to Fix Them, which details how California’s school accountability system fails to hold public schools truly accountable, fails to raise individual student performance to grade-level proficiency, and is incompatible with the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act.  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger praised the study saying, “your ideas on how to design reforms that bring accountability to our schools were thought provoking” and the “points you raise about taking results and the need for a mandatory mechanism to hold low-performing schools accountable were also very helpful.” Izumi is also the co-author, with Harold Doran of the American Institutes of Research, of Putting Education to the Test: A Value-Added Model for California (2004), which lays out an assessment model for California that would give every student in the state their own individual test score improvement target tied to eventual proficiency in the testing subject.  


Izumi was also the principal author of They Have Overcome: High-Poverty, High-Performing Schools in California (2002), which profiled traditional public schools with low-income student populations that, nevertheless, scored extremely high on California’s Academic Performance Index.  The report found that curricula and teaching methods were key factors.   U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas cited Lance Izumi and They Have Overcome in his concurring opinion in the court’s landmark 2007 case Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No. 1, et al.  
 In Challenge in the Classroom: Teacher Quality and Teacher Training (2001), Izumi examined the required readings for teacher training courses at a sample of California State University campuses.  He found that the teaching methods promoted in these texts had little quantitative empirical support.  Izumi’s Developing and Implementing Academic Content Standards (1999) laid out a template for judging good and bad state learning standards, plus contained recommendations regarding performance standards and testing.  


Izumi is the co-editor of two books School Reform: The Critical Issues (Hoover Institution Press and Pacific Research Institute, 2001), an anthology of articles on reforming education in America, and Teacher Quality (Hoover Institution Press and Pacific Research Institute, 2002), a collection of academic papers on ways to improve teacher performance.  He is the chapter co-author of “Fixing Failing Schools in California” in Within Our Reach: How America Can Educate Every Child (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005), an examination of California’s standards-based school improvement teams, and “State Accountability Systems” in School Accountability (Hoover Institution Press, 2002), that examines the differences and effectiveness of various state accountability systems.


Izumi’s briefing papers include include: No Magic Bullet: The Top Ten Myths About Government-Run Universal Preschool (2006), a critical analysis of the major arguments in favor of government universal preschool; California 2005 Reform Agenda: Education Studies, a three-point education reform agenda that focused on value-added assessment, improving teacher quality, and vocational education reform; A Charter School on the Right Track (2003), a profile of the KIPP charter school in San Francisoco;  A 2002 Ten-Point Agenda for Improving Education in California; Grand Theft Education (2002), an analysis of wasteful education spending practices in California; Lights Out: California’s Electricity Debacle, Causes and Cures (2001), an analysis of the reasons for California’s energy woes; and Keep the SAT as a UC Admissions Requirement (2001), an indictment of the University of California’s decision to eliminate the SAT I as an admissions requirement.


In addition to his writings, Izumi has testified at a variety of state legislative hearings.  He testified a three hearings of the California State Senate Select Committee on Central Valley Economic Development on his study They Have Overcome: High-Poverty, High-Performing Schools in California (2002).  These hearings were held at different cities around the state.  He has testified on school choice issues in front of the State Senate Education Committee.  His papers have also been highlighted at major academic conferences, including an April 2005 RAND conference that featured his paper on reforming California education.  He delivered a paper on school accountability at a July 2005 conference in Santiago, Chile sponsored by the Chilean think tank Libertad y Desarollo. He gave presentations on his book Free to Learn: Lessons from Model Charter Schools at the February 2006 National Charter School Association Conference and the March 2006 New York State Charter School Association Conference.
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